
UCAS – 2025 Entry
Free School Meal Application Fee Waiver
For the 2025 cycle, students who are currently enrolled at school or college, and 
have been in receipt of government funded free school meals at some point 
during the last 6 years, up until the end of their final year, will be eligible to have 
the UCAS application fee (£28.50) waived.



Student actions
The following slides outline the actions a student will need to take when completing their 
UCAS application in order to apply for the UCAS Free School Meals (FSM) application fee 
waiver. 



Eligible students who want to apply with the FSM application
fee waiver must share that they are, or have been, in receipt of 
free school meals in the ‘More about you’ section. 



Go to the ‘More about you’ 
section of the application. 



You will see a range of questions 
all intended to connect you to the 
right support for your needs. 

You might feel uncertain about 
sharing personal circumstances, 
please feel reassured this 
information is confidential and will 
never negatively impact your 
application.

You will only see these questions if 
you have a UK home address. 

Step 1: go to the ‘More about you’ section of the application 



You need to answer, ‘Yes’ to this 
question in ‘More about you’ to 
identify you are eligible for the free 
school meals application fee 
waiver. 

Click here to check if you’re eligible 
to have your application fee 
waived.  

Your College will need to agree to 
your eligibility when reviewing your 
application, at a later stage, and 
may require you to provide 
evidence for this. 

Step 1: go to the ‘More about you’ section of the application 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/what-can-i-do-next/students-individual-needs/students-eligible-free-school-meals-fsm#:~:text=Frequently%20asked%20questions%3A%20FSM%20fee%20waiver


Review and submit
All applicants will go through the application review process before being able to submit 
the application to their College for processing. 



Your profile must be 
complete and 
showing 'Ready to 
Send' before you can 
review and submit.



When you review your 
application, you'll see all of 
it onscreen, but you can 
download it as a pdf (in the 
top right) to help you check 
it.

At the bottom of the 
application, click Accept 
and proceed (or return to 
application if you want to 
make changes).



You must tick the box at the 
bottom of the page to 
confirm you have read and 
understood the terms and 
conditions. 

Then click Accept and 
proceed, or you can return to 
application if you need to. 



Pay and submit



If you are eligible for the free school meals waiver you need to
choose ‘Apply with Waiver’, when you ‘Pay and submit’ - you will
not need to enter any payment card details.
Your College will need to agree to your eligibility when reviewing 
your application, at a later stage, before the waiver is applied. They 
may require you to evidence this.

PLEASE DO NOT SELECT THIS OPTION –
‘Pay Centre’ is not a valid payment option
with your College

If you are not eligible for the waiver, please pay for the application
yourself, select ‘Pay by card’ and enter your card details.
Remember, if you think you are eligible for the FSM application fee
waiver, check with your College BEFORE entering any card details
Once you pay by card (even if you are eligible) this cannot be
reversed. A fee waiver cannot be applied retrospectively.


